
Dear Parents/Carers 

Re: COVID-19 (coronavirus) update 

Following my email on Friday and the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday, I write to update further with the Academy’s current 

plans. 

It is still the position of the UK Government that schools remain open but, as I am sure you will appreciate, we are currently dealing 

with a complex and rapidly changing situation. My first priority will always be the health and safety of the students and staff in our 

school. Now more than ever, this remains our primary focus. 

We are implementing the following measures in light of government advice: 

Trips, visitors and parent meetings 
In the short term, we have taken the decision to either cancel or postpone trips or visitors that are due to go ahead before Easter. We 

have also decided not to plan any future trips in this period of uncertainty. We are asking for all parent meetings to be conducted over 

the phone or by email wherever possible. 

Sporting fixtures and Session 3 
In line with most national sporting governing bodies and other schools both locally and nationally, we have postponed all fixtures and 

all sports activities in Session 3.  

 

We are also modifying our Session 3 programme to prioritise our upper school students. From tomorrow, there will be no Session 3 for 

Years 7 to 10 and the Session 3 calendar has been revised to reflect this. It is http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/session3 It is 

our intention to run the new Session 3 programme until Thursday 26 March. 

 

Sixth Form Independent Learning Sessions 

As from tomorrow, Wednesday 18 March, we will be asking all Sixth Form students to work from home in their Independent Learning 

Sessions. 

Saturday Sessions and Easter Revision Sessions 
Regrettably, we have had to temporarily suspend weekend Sessions so that the cleaning team can undertake a deep clean on a regular 

basis. We will review whether revision classes planned for the Easter holiday will still run. A decision will be taken by the end of next 

week at the latest. 

Public Events 
The decision has been taken to postpone or cancel all public events or information evenings in the short - term.  

 

Full or partial closure 
If a decision has to be taken about closure then we will notify parents about this immediately. It may be that the decision is taken by 

the Government to close all schools, or it may necessary to close the school for some year groups. In the event of closure we will contact 

parents by text and email and information will be carried on our website. Facilities for online learning are in place through the online 

curriculum. More guidance will follow in the event of closure. 

 

Further Advice 
I would like to remind parents that if anyone in the household is displaying any of the symptoms of coronavirus then the up to date 

advice is that all members of the family self-isolate for 14 days. 

Parents and young people with questions about COVID-19 related to education can contact the Department for Education helpline as 

follows:  

• phone: 0800 046 8687  

• email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk   

The opening hours are 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 

Yours sincerely 

Ian Williams 

Headteacher 
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